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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/003398 



I L Basis of the report 



| 1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages „ 



□ 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



[~| the claims: 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 
pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



pages 



_ , filed with the letter of 



2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international appHcation was filed, unless omerwise m^cated under this item. < 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority m the following language wmcn 1S ' 

| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of internationai preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

U. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I | contained in the international application in written form. 

I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

Q The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I 1 the claims, Nos. 

[ _] the drawings, sheets/fig 



since they have been considered to go 



□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation ^f rA ^°^^ 
in thU report Z "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
| and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1, 2 



1, 2 



1, 2 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

m YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP 2593985 B2 (claim 1, paragraph [0041]) 
Document 2: JP 2001-535644 A (page 3, lines 14-17) 
Document 3: JP 2593986 B2 (claim 1, paragraphs [0010] 
and [0040]) 



Claims 1 and 2 
Documents 1 and 2 

Document 1 (example 5) discloses a fabric configured 
from a f lame-retardant fiber composite that comprises 30 
parts by weight of cotton and 70 parts by weight of fibers 
comprising an acrylic copolymer, which is obtained by 
polymerizing a monomer mixture that comprises 49% by 
weight of an acrylonitrile and 51% by weight of a halogen- 
containing vinyl monomer, and an Sb compound at a ratio of 
50% by weight in relation to said copolymer. 

Consideration of the description of this 
application suggests that if cotton or rayon is selected 
as the fiber that is mixed with the acrylic copolymer, and 
if the fiber (a-D to fiber (a-2) mixture ratio that is 
set forth in claim 1 of this application is fulfilled, the 
resulting invention will exhibit the elongation rate that 
is set forth in claim 1 of this application; therefore, 
the flame-retardant fiber composite that is disclosed in 
document 1 (example 5) is considered to exhibit the 
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elongation rate that is set forth in claim 1 of this 
application. 

In addition, document 1 (example 6) indicates an 
interlaced plain-woven cloth, which is configured from 
horizontal fibers of a spun yarn that comprises 100% 
modacrylic fibers and vertical fibers of a spun yarn that 
comprises 100% cotton, and document 2 indicates that an 
interlaced cloth comprising cellulose fibers and halogen- 
containing fire-resistant fibers exhibits the 
characteristics of the cellulose fibers. Therefore, it is 
considered to be easy for a person skilled in the art to 
produce an interlaced plain-woven cloth that comprises the 
fire-resistant fiber composite disclosed in document 1 and 
fibers of cotton or the like with the expectation that the 
cloth will exhibit the characteristics of the cellulose 
fibers . 



Claims 1 and 2 
Documents 2 and 3 

Document 3 (example 5) discloses a fabric configured 
from a flame -ret ardant fiber composite that comprises 30 
parts by weight of cotton and 70 parts by weight of fibers 
comprising an acrylic copolymer, which is obtained by 
polymerizing a monomer mixture that comprises 4 9% by 
weight of an acrylonitrile and 51% by weight of a halogen- 
containing vinyl monomer, and an Sb compound at a ratio of 
50% by weight in relation to said copolymer. 

Consideration of the description of this application 
suggests that if cotton or rayon is selected as the fiber 
that is mixed with the acrylic copolymer, and if the fiber 
(a-1) to fiber (a-2) mixture ratio that is set forth in 
claim 1 of this application is fulfilled, the resulting 
invention will exhibit the elongation rate that is set 
forth in claim 1 of this application; therefore, the 
flame -ret ardant fiber composite that is disclosed in 
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document 3 (example 5) is considered to exhibit the 
elongation rate that is set forth in claim 1 of this 
application. 

In addition, document 3 (example 6) indicates an 
interlaced plain-woven cloth, which is configured from 
horizontal fibers of a spun yarn that comprises 100% 
modacrylic fibers and vertical fibers of a spun yarn that 
comprises 100% cotton, and document 2 indicates that an 
interlaced cloth comprising cellulose fibers and halogen- 
containing fire-resistant fibers exhibits the 
characteristics of the cellulose fibers. Therefore, it is 
considered to be easy for a person skilled in the art to 
produce an interlaced plain-woven cloth that comprises the 
fire-resistant fiber composite disclosed in document 3 and 
fibers of cotton or the like with the expectation that the 
cloth will exhibit the characteristics of the cellulose 
fibers . 
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